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PRESS NOTE 

BOOM, BOOM, BLOOMS BAMBOO!


When a Bamboo blooms, it is nothing short of wild daffodils dancing on a prairyland! It is quite a site to watch. 


But alas! One does not see a bamboo blooming quite often! For, the bamboo blooms, but once in its lifetime. A team of trekkers from Hariyali in Thane were fortunate enough to notice about twelve groves of bamboo in late stages of its bloom at Windi of Barakhindi Dongar in the vicinity of Owala forming part of Sanjay Gandhi National Park across Ghodbunder Road on Thursday, 26th January2006. A couple of photos of two different species of bamboo in bloom are attached. They had similarly spotted such blooming of bamboo in Nagla Range of Forest four years ago. 

Once a cluster of bamboo blooms, the entire grove dries down. The life cycle of different species of bamboo varies from forty to as many as two hundred and fifty years. And when the jungle housing clusters of a particular specie of bamboo planted at or around the same time blooms, there is a great possibility of its drying down at the same time. New bamboos grow out of the seeds getting scattered from the flowering system. Classification of bamboo is done on the basis of its seeds. Bamboo belongs to the grass family and is known as the fasted growing woody plant on earth. There are more than 1200 species of bamboos identified all over the world. Japanese and Chinese are more organized in their data bank in this respect. 


There are a number of folk stories and faiths, blind or otherwise, in tribal communities living in or around the jungles all over the world. Bamboo seeds are also used as grains by tribals in many parts of India. The species of Bamboo generally seen in India have a life cycle of about forty to sixty years. A bamboo is known to have more than 1000 uses right from construction to decorative items. Needless to say again that the Japanese and Chinese are known to be making most use of bamboo in various activities and field of life. Bamboo grows almost throughout the world under varying climatic conditions. 


Flowering of some of the groves of bamboo in the vicinity of Owala probably marks the beginning of the end of beautiful and rich clusters of bamboo in that jungle. There is an urgent need to plan for new plantation of bamboo on massive scale in that part of the jungle during the next monsoon season, so as to maintain its ecology in the years to come.
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