Dear sir

 

It was the third biennial conference  organized by the United States Society for Ecological Economics (USSEE) that is a regional wing of International Society for Ecological Economics. USSEE was officially founded in the spring of 2000 and currently has about 300 members nationwide. These members represent academia, government agencies, businesses, non-profit organizations, grassroots organizations, elected government officials and concerned individuals. The USSEE provides a venue for a holistic and strong community of ecological economists, social and natural scientists, and people who care for the well-being of this planet and its inhabitants so as to allow this diverse membership to easily communicate with and learn from each other on a regular basis.

 

The conference was held at Tacoma, a small city (near the city of Seattle where a WTO round of talks was held in the past),in Washington State of U.S.A. during 20-23 July 2005.

 

The conference was entitled as " Forging Solutions :Applying Ecological Economics to Current Problems ".

 

It was attended by around 200 participants consisiting of academia,government representatives,local NGOs,students.Around 100 papers were presented on the different themes of ecological economics such as watershade management,agricultural systems,earth economics,toxics and economic disservices,urban planning,fisheries management,waste to use,protecting the commons,community development,bio-diversity,mangrove protection etc.

 

The workshops were held on urban forestry initiative - city of Seattle,Valuation of Cedar River watershade,campus sustainability,scale etc.

 

I presented Neelima Kulkarni's paper under the theme ' Protecting the Commons' and my paper under the theme ' Community Development '.

There was no other papers on similar themes.The papers were appreciated by the audience and the director of a small NGO Puget Sound Creek Restoration who said that he will use these papers to show to his funders that the benefits of the work of his organisation far exceed its costs.

 

With best regards 

 

Dr.Mrs.Lina R.Thatte

